
Notes on the Metric System: 
• Based on “10” – it’s easy 
• It is used universally, except in the US. 
• “S.I” stands for “Systeme Internationale” (French). 
• The metric system is used for measuring everything – all matter.  

 
Measurement   SI Unit    
Length    meter (m) 

centimeter (cm) 
millimeter (mm) 

 
Mass     kilogram (kg) 

gram (g) 
 

Volume     liter (L) 
milliliter (ml) – measure a liquid 

     cubic centimeter (cm³)– measure a solid   
 
Time     seconds (s) 
 
Temperature   Kelvin (K) abs 0    

Celsius (C˚)   not Fahrenheit (F˚) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



METRIC STAIRCASE – from Km (hi) – to mm (lo) 
 
 
   1000 
 
    Kilo-   
      km 100  
     kg 
     kL  Hecto-  
              hm  10 
     hg  Deca - 
     hL    dam  1 
      dag    
      daL     Base Unit 
            (g,m,l)  0.1 
             Deci -  
                                 dm    
               dg   0.01  
                    dL centi -     
                      cm  0.001   
             cg     
             cm  milli –  
           mm   
           mg 
           mL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


